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COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME
FILED BY ALTS, COMPTEL AND PCIA

RCN Telecom Services, Inc., through undersigned counsel and on behalf of itself and its

affiliate, 1 (collectively "RCN") files these comments in support of the motion for extension of

time filed by the Association for Local Telecommunications Services ("ALTS"), the Competitive

Telecommunications Association ("CompTel"), and the Personal Communications Industry

Association ("PCIA") (collectively the "Joint Movants"). The Joint Movants requested that the

Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") extend the filing deadline by 90 days for the

Numbering Resource Utilization! Forecast Report, FCC Form 502, that the FCC adopted in the

Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Report and Order") in the

above-captioned proceeding.2 As set out in the Joint Movants' motion, granting this motion

would serve the public interest because the requested extension would ultimately result in data

being made available to NANPA, the FCC and the states quicker and with less errors than if

carriers are required to meet the current filing deadline.

RCN commends the FCC for adopting and implementing the administrative procedures

set out in its Report and Order. Effective reporting, collection and analysis of numbering data is
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RCN's affiliate, 21 5t Century Telecom Group, Inc., joins these comments in support of
the Joint Movants' motion.

Numbering Resource Optimization, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, CC Docket No. 99-200, FCC 00-104 (reI. March 31, 2000).



an essential component of the number conservation effort. RCN fully supports the FCC and the

state commissions in their efforts to alleviate number exhaust.

As expressed by RCN in previous pleadings, numbers need to remam accessible to

carriers seeking to enter the local exchange market if facilities-based competition is to take root

throughout the market. RCN is a facilities-based provider of telecommunications services in

many markets throughout the United States and is well aware of the problems caused by number

exhaust. RCN is dependent upon access to numbering resources both to initiate and expand its

services offerings. RCN's ability to compete effectively for new customers, and to continue to

serve the needs of existing customers in an efficient and cost effective manner, is wholly

dependent upon its ability to obtain non-discriminatory and timely access to numbering

resources. As a result, RCN is acutely aware of the importance of the FCC's Report and Order

and is further aware of the importance of the data collected through Form 502.

RCN agrees with the Joint Movants that the first round of reporting data collected

through Form 502 is critically important. (See Joint Movants' Motion, at p.3). State

commissions and the North American Numbering Plan Administrator ("NANPA") will use the

data to structure their number conservation efforts. Furthermore, the data collected during this

round will serve as a foundation for subsequent reports and future number optimization

measures. As state commissions will have the ability to withhold numbering resources from

carriers under certain circumstances, it is vitally important that the collected information is as

complete and accurate as possible.

RCN is in the process of developing and implementing an internal system for gathering,

processing and reporting the data requested in FCC Form 502 to NANPA. Without automated

systems, RCN must manually perform switch-by-switch data sweeps and must query each switch
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to gather infonnation about 1000 blocks by rate center. Since RCN has more than one internal

number management system, RCN must repeat the data sweeps for each separate system. Aside

from the cost involved in manually amassing the required information, it is a laborious, time

consuming process for any company to complete in one months' time. Rather than forcing

carriers to submit estimated or incomplete data, the FCC should extend the filing deadline.

The FCC should also note that Form 502 did not become available to carriers until June

29, 2000. (See Joint Movants' Motion, at p.4) Since it is a new fonn that requires carriers to

submit extensive amounts of data, additional instruction is needed in order to ensure that it is

properly completed. There are many outstanding questions raised by the Report and Order that

require clarification in order to accurately complete the Fonn. For example, the FCC's definition

of intennediate numbers requires further analysis, yet carriers must report on the use of such

numbers on Form 502. (See Joint Movants ' Motion, at p.6).

RCN is also concerned that a standardized Electronic File Transfer format may not be

available to carriers until after August I, 2000. (See Joint Movants' Motion, at pp.2-3). In the

Report and Order, carriers were directed to file Fonn 502 electronically. (See Report and Order,

at ~53). However, NANPA is not required to establish a method for EFT until July 31, 2000.

(See Joint Movants' Motion, at p.3, n.6). Consequently, RCN must either manually prepare and

file the report or create and submit its own EFT file which mayor may not be consistent with

standards set out by NANPA. Thus, it is conceivable that RCN may have to re-submit its data at

later date because its file is not compatible with the standards adopted by NANPA. (See Joint

Movants ' Motion, at p.5).

RCN joins the motion submitted by the Joint Movants and respectfully requests the FCC

grant it a modest 90 day extension of the reporting deadline. Granting this request will serve the
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public interest as it will allow RCN to submit complete and accurate information regarding the

demand for, and utilization of, numbering. A brief extension of the reporting deadline would

provide necessary additional time to allow RCN to: (1) continue to develop and implement

internal systems for automatically collecting, analyzing and reporting the data requested on Form

502 to the NANPA; (2) perfect its understanding of the reporting requirements as set out in the

Report and Order and; (3) submit is data in a standard format designed by the NANPA.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, RCN respectfully requests that the FCC grant the Joint

Movants' motion allowing for a 90 day extension so that RCN can continue to work in good

faith to file Form 502 no later than November 1,2000.

Respectfully submitted,

By:
Russell M. Blau
Ronald W. Del Sesto, Jr.
Swidler Berlin ShereffFriedman, LLP
Suite 300
3000 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 424-7500
(202) 424-7645 (fax)

Counsel for RCN Telecom Services, Inc.

July 26, 2000
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